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the sudden and irreparable disasters which from time to
time changed the face of the Asieftic world. If these
Hellenes could so far have modified their nature as to
combine with the firmness of Englishmen, their union
might have broken the power of Xerxes before he could
set foot on the soil of Europe. But no danger could im-
press on them the need of such a sacrifice as this ; and
the whips of Kroisos were therefore soon exchanged for
the scorpions of the Persian despot.

CHAPTER III.

THE   PERSIAN EMPIRE UNDER CYRUS,  KAMBYSES, AND
DAREIOS.

AMONG the many stones told of the founder of the
Persian monarchy Herodotos regarded as the most
Cyrus and trustworthy the version which represented
Astyages. Cyrus as the grandson of the Median king
Astyages, who, frightened by a prophecy that his daugh-
ter's child should be his ruin, gave the babe on its birth to
Harpagos with orders that it should be forthwith slain.
By the advice of his wife, Harpagos instead of killing the
child placed it in the hands of one of the royal herds-
men, who carried it home, and finding that his wife had
just given birth to a dead infant exposed the corpse of
the latter and brought up Cyrus as his own son. Years
passed on. In the village sports the boy played king so
well that a complaint was carried to Astyages ; and the
severe judge was found to be the child who had been
doomed to die but who turned out to be 'the man born